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(B2 Stat. 250), has requested the President to proclaim the second Mon-
day in October each year as “Columbus Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1995, as Columbus
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap-
pointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus,

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6837 of October 6, 1995
Leif Erikson Day, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every October, we celebrate Leif Erikson Day and honor the memory
of that great Norse explorer who first set foot on North American soil
nearly a millennium ago. At a time when mankind has traveled from
pole to pole and even journeyed into the vast reaches of space, Leif
Erikson’s bold determination stands as an early example of the spirit
of adventure and enterprise.

This day is an occasion to celebrate the bonds of friendship that link
the United States to the Nordic countries. For generations, Iceland and
her neighbors have acted as bridges between Europe and North Amer-
ica, playing a vital role in fostering democracy and free trade through-
out the world. Nordic peoples have long shared America’s love of lib-
erty and have always reached out to those who struggle against oppres-
sion. Today, we in the United States are proud to work with our North-
ern friends to fully reintegrate the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania into the Western family of nations. Together we look forward
to a new Europe, united by a common respect for liberty and equality.

We should also mark this observance by recognizing the outstanding
contributions that citizens of Danish, Finnish, Icelandic, Norwegian,
and Swedish descent have made to our country. Just as their ancestors
did before them, Nordic Americans cherish their ties across the ocean
and bring their many gifts to America’s culture, progress, and prosper-
ity. As we remember Leif Erikson, whose voyage preceded so many
rugged immigrants who braved the North Atlantic in search of eco-
nomic, political, and religious liberties, let us pay tribute to his cour-
age and renew our commitment to freedom.

In honor of Leif Erikson—son of Iceland, grandson of Norway—the
Congress, by joint resclution approved on September 2, 1964 (Public
Law 88-566), has authorized and requested the President to designate
October 9 of each year as “'Leif Erikson Day.”
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NOW, THEREFORE, 1, WILLIAM J]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1995, as Leif Erikson
Day. I encourage the people of the United States to observe this occa-
sion with appropriate ceremonies and activities commemorating our
rich Nordic American heritage.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6838 of October 7, 1995
Fire Prevention Week, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since 1925, Americans have paused every October to consider the im-
portance of learning how to prevent fires. By observing Fire Prevention
Week, our Nation comes together to remember those lost tragically in
fire-related incidents, to recognize the terrible damage that fire has
caused over the years, and to renew our efforts to learn more about the
ways in which we can protect ourselves from fire’s devastation.

Some 4,000 people in the United States die from fire each year—a
number that can %e reduced dramatically through prevention measures.
Fires in the home take the biggest toll, with 80 percent of fatalities oc-
curring just where we often feel the safest. Recognizing that cooking
and heating equipment cause the majority of home fires, the National
Fire Protection Association has selected “Watch What You Heat: Pre-
vent Home Fires” as the Fire Prevention Week theme for 1995, joining
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s U.S. Fire Adminis-
tration to communicate this lifesaving message.

This year’s safety campaign teaches essential prevention techniques—
the necessity of staying in the kitchen while cooking and never leaving
a lighted stove unattended; of closely supervising all heating equip-
ment, such as portable and space heaters; and of monitoring all appli-
ances and smoking materials. Most important, no matter how careful
we are, we must always be prepared by maintaining working smoke
detectors throughout our homes.

As we strive to make fire prevention a priority in every American com-
munity, we also celebrate the dedication of our Nation’s fire and emer-
gency workers—champions of fire safety at the local level. Too often,
these brave men and women pay the ultimate price for their faithful
service. Last year alone, 100 firefighters died in the line of duty, and
more than 95,400 were injured. On Sunday, October 15, 1995, we will
pay our respects to these heroic individuals at the 14th annual Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service at the National Emergency
Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland. To honor their courageous
work, let us rededicate ourselves to building a better, safer world for
the generations to come.
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